WELCOME TO THE HAKU AGRICULTURE SHOW 2019

SPEECH 1: Dorcas Gano, President HWC

AN initiative of the HAKO WOMENS COLLECTIVE and DEPARTMET OF AGRICULTURE, The climax to our DFAT Friendship Grant from Australia awarded to the HWC Australian partner PiCCA (Partners in Collaborative Community Aid).

As President of the HWC, I warmly welcome everyone here to Haku and this training venue of our project; we trust everyone has had a pleasant journey whether you have come from far away, or from within our Haku Constituency.

We have gathered here together as a true cross section of Government, Community, Public Service, International Partners and local organisations. 

Before I explain the purpose of today, I would like to acknowledge some very special leaders and guests both present and those not able to attend.

1. Honorable Minister for Economic Services and Member for Haku Constituency, Hon Robert Tulsa Chicka with your wife and the Department Secretary of Economic Development Mr. Steven Chibele and staff;

2. Haku Community Government Chairman Mr. Donatus Limen and Party,

3. Department of Primary Industry Acting Secretary Retired Colonel Thomas Raivet and all the DPI Officers, especially Ms Yvonne Roman who has given all her time to ensure a successful project in partnership with HWC officers.

4. Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade - …………….??? apology from Jeffrey Kop who was here for the opening of the Agriculture Hub in June but currently en route from Port Moresby today…DFAT Friendship Grant is the funding source for this Agriculture Project along with our HWC long term partner PiCCA who secured the grant on our behalf.

5. PiCCA President Ms Stephanie Boldeman could not be here today as planned due to Air Niugini cancelling her ticket during the airport closure. We are very sad that the airport complication changed all of PiCCA’s plans. However they are here in spirit and remain in close contact with us.

6. Bougainville Partnerships represented here today by Mr. Paul Bedgood with Pauline and other staff….(Karen Samo and Rose Bosna)

7. ACIAR – Australian Council International Agriculture Research ………….

8. Care International – Mr. Lawrence Chicka

9. Plan International – …………………..

10. Bougainville Referendum Commission Brenda Lambert and Team along with HAKU CAPS Paul Kolen and Officers

11. Bougainville Disability People’s Organisation – President Mr Sione Atua

12. Health and Nutrition -…………………representing Roslyn Gatana HEO

13. Digicel Team with Alan Kabano

14. Rev Nathaniel Sulis who has already, so graciously, led us in prayer 

All of the above VIP guests will be engaged in various ways toady including judging and presentation activities. 

I would, at this point, also like to acknowledge the support of those above for their sponsorship along with others who donated towards today but could not attend:

1. Transport – Haku Community Government K1, 600 for 2 x PMVs to do multiple trips

2. Bougainville Partnership – K750 as payment for stall construction and apology from Rebecca Gitsam who donated 22 x packets of seeds

3. DPI – One pig, fuel for genset, plus Forestry donated one roll of shade cloth as an award

4. ACIAR –One roll of shade cloth, a wheelbarrow, 2 x Bushknives, 2 x Hoes

5. Eagle Hardware – One Wheelbarrow, One iron Rake, 2 x Bushknives, 1x Fork, 1 x Grass knife, 1 x Pole Pruner

6. Plan International – K300 towards prizes

7. Lankeasa Ltd – K200 towards refreshments

8. Bougainville Stationary – Printing of Certificates

9. Rait Price – Printing Programs etc.

10. Ralph Christenson Tamari Bakery – 20 loaves of bread

11. Digicel – PA System

OPENING REMARKS

Introduction

For those who do not fully understand who HWC is, I think it is important to explain that the Collective membership consists of volunteers who dedicate their time, skills, service to the community in a PNG legal and formally registered Community Service Organisation (or CSO) that is a ‘Not for Profit’ IPA category. There are IPA Business categories, HWC is not one of them. HWC has an ‘Extract of Entry’ allowing us to raise funds for the services we provide. This Agriculture Project is one example of the reason for HWC’s existence. 

The Purpose of Today’s Event

Today marks the achievements of many people in our community: DPI has successfully trained 101 participants / trainers in FOOD SECURITY activities of Backyard farming and Rice Farming. 

- To Celebrate Participants achievements by seeing and appreciating their produce and award them according to their achievements.  

DPI was able to train the community through the funding HWC secured through our Australian partners. Our Friendship Grant was one of the very first 30 such grants in a new scheme Australia wide in 2019. We were one of the smallest grants, being only A$34, 000 –so we need to celebrate our HWC and DPI on how much we have achieved with partnership of Government, CSO, and community by our careful economy, transparency, cooperation and much effort. 
- To Say THANK YOU to DFAT and to PICCA. We acknowledge that PiCCA is a very small group of 22 members who sacrificially donate A$1, 000 each of their personal income to partner with small overseas groups like ours. We were their fourth project group in building the Luman Hipakoko (A place to care for everyone). Although they have no more money to give us, they have supported us with applying for the Friendship Grant. They are ordinary Australians who give freely. PiCCA Secretary Steve MaGuire donated his mother’s inheritance of 20, 000 towards this Agriculture project and dedicated it to his mother’s memory. I would like to acknowledge her again today: ……………………….Without the extra funds to add to DFAT, we could never have successfully finished this project.

We are very proud of what has been achieved with this money. Not only the training, surveys and field visits were covered, but also the building of the Agriculture Hub that was opened in June, along with a second 9000 litre water tank and a new generator to power the whole HWC complex. Only K1, 000 was remaining to budget for this Agriculture Show; and so we most grateful to all who have donated and worked towards this Graduation activity of the project. 

- To assess the Impact and Outcomes of the project

Today is not the end – but the beginning – of renewed farming practices for Haku people, utilizing composting to renew land and provide nourishment close to the hauskuk. This is of benefit to whole families including those who are the most vulnerable for reasons of age, disability, deserted families, single parent families, land disputes or inaccessible bush gardens etc.

Haku population is well known to be growing beyond the traditional means of providing into the future without urgent intervention. Although only 101 attended the training, they represented FAMILY FARM TEAMS and these families have influenced several other families in their villages and so the project has multiplied!

My own son Moses, a full time teacher, has his family backyard garden, my sister Jessie has hers with the disability demonstration garden, Marilyn has started hers with our daughters, our own Chief Harohi has one beside the Agriculture Hub. If every village expanded like this, Haku can look forward to sustainable food security into the future. We all must begin here!

Please take time to visit all the stalls and hear everyone else’s stories of their rice and backyard gardens. The field visits DPI and our HWC Environmental Education and Advocacy Teams have made have excited us all. I congratulate all participants from Elutupan, Hanpan, Tanreki, Lemanmanu, Lemankoa and Lontis! Not only have you proven the quality of training provided by DPI, you have worked well together in your Wards and you have shared in labour in your groups in truly community development models. Our surveys have proven your achievements.

What can HWC continue to offer? 

This Resource Centre is equipped with information, a library, a rice mill, hoped for Agriculture Store that we wish to develop to sell seeds, rice seeds, rice milling, stock feed by-product from the milling, office services for your family management needs. HWC operates a SAFE HOUSE with counseling, emergency accommodation and referrals to other service providers, Human Rights Defenders, Law and Justice support. But, more than this, we invite you to join the HWC as individual members, family or group members and become involved in future programs and training. For example - many of our participants immediately joined the Positive Parenting course here after the DPI Training. 

Where do we go from here?

HWC is willing and waiting for ongoing partnership with DPI. The Agriculture Hub now needs to become a central connecting point for farmers in Haku to access assistance and DPI support. Buka Town DPI cannot always attend to individuals but they have field officers who can come to advise and run workshops, or use the new office for individual appointments etc.  HWC has trained EEA Officers willing to continue serving by operating the Rice Mill. We plan to offer milling every Wednesday morning. 

The mill we have is several years old, quite small for anticipated production needs and we have been advised by Consultant Ignatius Kamit that we urgently need to look for sponsorship for a larger and stronger mill. As rice is clearly a staple food crop, this makes the even greater as rice can be stored for times of disaster or drought or even flooding when root crops rot in the ground. 

In conclusion

Lets focus on what we can do rather than criticizing or complaining about how things are! Many people tell us we are not doing enough. I wish to state here that the HWC is now in 13th year and we have survived many challenges and opposition as we originally formed up from across all the women’s fellowships of all denominations of Haku. Some people felt threatened but we saw the unity in Christ as liberating and strengthening our commitment to serve, even back in our own churches. Our fellowship, our training and skills and programs have positively impacted our churches and communities. 

Everyone is welcome here!

We’re all volunteers and have very limited resources, but we try the best we can to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus. I hope that everyone here today will feel blessed, learn many new things, see and taste great food, enjoy the entertainment and have a wonderful time! 
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